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a sunbt ! -In}',-wh is shining or not.

Water activities such as boating, water skiing, swimming, fishing,
scubadiving, and snorkeling are all popular summer endeavors. Ensure
our people know what they are doing and are properly equipped. Again,
the dangers of mixing alcohol with these water activities should be
emphasized. Our last two off-duty fatalities were boating mishaps.

Most sports contain some element of danger, but preparation, warm
up, and the right equipment can minimize the danger. Sports often
involve a great deal of personal exertion, physical contact, and quick
decisions followed by fast action. Mishaps most often occur in the heat
of battle. If we try to go from couch potato to super star without some
sort of conditioning program, there’s a good chance we're going to hurt
ourself. Watch out for over-exuberance, over-exertion, and heat ex-
haustion.

For the fliers, this is the time of year when thunderstorms and sudden
rains are a fact of life in many parts of the country. Coping with the
adverse weather, winds, and lightning while airborne is not the end of
it. Remember the moisture that’s waiting for you on the runway when
you return to base or divert. Hydroplaning is a real possibility. When
in doubt, don't hesitate to put the tailhook down if you have that option.

Summer is a time for enjoyment, relaxation, and fun. With a little bit
of forethought, planning, and common sense it will stay fun.
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these changes will come, but rest assured your training works.

Second, I have been guilty of underestimating the AAA threat --
not so much the radar directed variety, but the optically guided/
barrage kind. There were 11 batteries in the target complex alone.
We were maneuvering aggressively, but with that volume of fire it
isn’t a question of if you’re going to be hit, but when. We were lucky
that the gunners on the ground weren’t that good and that the weather
cloaked us to some degree. By the same token, being in IMC at 400
feet, we were unable to tell where the AAA was coming from, so we
were simply performing random maneuvering. 1t works both ways.
The lesson is to plan your training low level with many simulated
AAA batteries and continuous maneuvering on the bomb run; and
the next time the EW calls AAA at an STR, think about how you’ll
react.

Third and perhaps the simplest: Fly the plane. Atlow level, ground
avoidance is a full-time job (especially challenging while under fire).
Make sure at least one person upstairs and downstairs is actively
working terrain avoidance. Radar Navs, this means getting your
navigators to call terrain now and then so they automatically pick it
up as you’re aiming at offsets. Do not allow yourself to get distracted
from this task. Evenwith thousands of hours of experience inside the
aircraft, the terrain avoidance job demands someone’s full time
attention, especially when someone outside the aircraft is actively
trying to kill you.

I found war terrifying and challenging all at once -- I hope I never
see another one. Butbecause of our training, I know that we’re ready.
As always, we can only hope that being ready is enough to prevent
the next one. O

The Combat Edge July 1992

Even with thousands of
hours of experience in-
side the aircraft, the
terrain avoidance job de-
mands someone's full
time attention, espe-
cially when someone
outside the aircraft is
actively trying to kill you.
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The BUF & the Bird


at mid-morning represented pe
activity hours and demanded strict
attention.

Air refueling and entry into the
low level proceeded smoothly.
Ten minutes into the route with
the pilot flying the aircraft we en-
tered the first suspected bird area.
Boththe copilot and navigator em-
phasized the importance of
maintaining vigilance for birds on
this leg. The pilot noted a small
flock one mile off the left wing
down low. Meanwhile the copilot
was coordinating with the offen-
sive team for a visual navigation

30

. Focusing his eyes from
down range to closer range, he
noticed a lone bird in front of but
slightly above the aircraft. As he
grasped the interphone switch to
warn the pilot, the bird dove and
announced his untimely arrival
with a powerful thud that shat-
tered the
windscreen.

copilot’s front
“What was that?”
broke an unsure voice over the
interphone. Before the question
could be answered, the pilot ad-
vanced the throttles and calmly
told the crew that we had struck a
bird, the copilot’s window was

completely shatter 3 ; 7

were climbing to a safe altitude.
Realizing a possible pressuriza-
tion problem, he also announced
that the aircraft would remain un-
der 10,000 feet MSL.

Once safely leveled off, the crew
took a moment to analyze the situ-
ation and immediately began to
coordinate arecovery plan. Initial
inspection showed both glass
panes shattered with approxi-
mately a 4-inch hole in the lower
left corner of the inner pane. With
possible FOD suspected from the
bird, engine problems were also
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